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A1. Latent class model choice 
Table A1 displays the goodness of fit statistics for selecting the optimal number of latent classes, and for testing for measurement equivalence across countries. The BIC is the most widely used statistic for assessing goodness of fit, and a smaller BIC indicates better model fit. A complementary approach is to evaluate the percent change in the likelihood chi-squared statistic L² in comparison to the one-class model (Magidson and Vermunt 2004: 176-177). Even though the absolute value of the BIC continues to decrease through the 6-class model, the percent reduction of the L² is minimal in the 6-class model. Adding a sixth class essentially splits the ‘low ideals’ class into two groups, one that has somewhat higher expectations than the other. Based on these considerations, we selected the five-class model.

Table A1. Latent class analysis model fit statistics for democratic ideals

	Number of latent classes
	BIC(LL)
	CAIC(LL)
	L²
	Change L²
	Class.Err.

	1-Class
	1194720
	1194742
	414310
	 
	0.00

	2-Class
	1020489
	1020523
	239949
	-0.42
	0.04

	3-Class
	973207
	973253
	192535
	-0.54
	0.06

	4-Class
	955536
	955594
	174733
	-0.58
	0.08

	5-Class
	936685
	936755
	155751
	-0.62
	0.10

	6-Class
	929586
	929668
	148521
	-0.64
	0.12


Notes: European Social Survey, 2012 (n=54,673). BIC = Bayesian Information Criterion; LL = log likelihood; L²=likelihood ratio chi-square statistics. Entries are test statistics for latent class models identifying one and more clusters of respondents, based on 11 indicators of democratic ideals with ‘country’ as a covariate, missings imputed, and design weights applied. Optimal model highlighted in bold font.

A2. Latent class measurement equivalence tests

In order to determine the viability of the latent classes as variables in subsequent cross-national analyses, it is necessary to test for whether the latent classes identified in the optimal model are equivalent across the countries in the data (Kankaraš, Moors & Vermunt, 2010; Kankaraš & Vermunt, 2014). Table A2 includes the fit statistics of tests for two kinds of measurement equivalence: 

(1) Partial equivalence means that the same latent construct (in this study, the five democratic ideals identified by the latent class groups) is valid across all of the groups under investigation (in this study, 29 countries). The test of partial equivalence can be understood as parallel to the test for metric equivalence in factor analysis.

(2) Homogeneous equivalence can be understood as parallel to the test for scalar equivalence in factor analysis.
The equivalence tests in Table A2 show that the partial equivalence model has the lowest BIC and is the optimal model. The subsequent models remove direct effects for single indicators to test whether full equivalence is found for specific indicators, testing first for indicators with the lowest bivariate residuals. The increased BIC in the models that selectively remove direct effects for single indicators shows that no indicators are fully homogeneous across countries, and therefore the partial equivalence model with direct effects (i.e. that allows the intercepts for each item to vary across countries) is the optimal model. The five-class partial equivalence model is comparable across countries, and therefore can be used for next-step cross-national analyses.

Table A2. Latent class analysis measurement equivalence tests

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Measurement equivalence test, 5-class model
	BIC(LL)
	CAIC(LL)
	L²
	Change L²
	Class.Err.

	Homogeneous model
	929450
	929632
	326900
	 
	0.10

	Heterogeneous model
	917778
	919808
	295067
	-0.10
	0.10

	Partial equivalence
	913246
	914044
	303976
	-0.07
	0.11

	Partial equivalence, 1 direct effect removed (meprinf)
	913905
	914647
	305245
	-0.07
	0.10

	Partial equivalence,  1 direct effect removed (oppcrgv)
	913885
	914627
	305225
	-0.07
	0.10


Notes: European Social Survey, 2012 (n=54,673). BIC = Bayesian Information Criterion; LL = log likelihood; L²=likelihood ratio chi-square statistics. Entries are test statistics for latent class measurement equivalence tests across countries for the 5-class model, based on 11 indicators of democratic ideals with ‘country’ as a covariate, missings imputed, and design weights applied. Optimal model highlighted in bold.
A3. Descriptive statistics
Table A3. Descriptive statistics multilevel analysis
	Variables
	 N
	Mean
	SD
	 Min
	Max 

	Individual level variables
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Political ideals
	51,724
	0.163
	0.321
	0
	1

	Social ideals
	51,724
	0.198
	0.348
	0
	1

	Gender (female = 1)
	54,656
	0.544
	0.498
	0
	1

	Age
	54,540
	48.307
	18.592
	15
	103

	Education
	54309
	2.06
	0.798
	1
	3

	Left-right ideology
	46,457
	5.230
	2.338
	0
	10

	Country-level variables
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Democracy years
	53921
	47.952
	33.808
	0
	94

	Stable democracy
	53921
	0.867
	0.339
	0
	1

	Gini coefficient
	41106
	0.293
	0.0395
	0.237
	0.379
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